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Dollar Weir Fish Pass to be improved 
 
In conjunction with the River Forth Fisheries Trust and 
SEPA, improvement works have been designed by 
CRESS for the Dollar Weir.  The project is funded and 
construction is scheduled for the Spring of 2015. It is 
hoped that the improved design will allow passage for 
more fish, trout as well as migratory fish, to access the 
river above the weir. We expect that in due course 
improvements can also be made to the weir at Cambus. 

 

 River Work Parties 
 
Working parties have been active along the river 
clearing burns, mending stiles, bridging burns and 
ditches to improve access.  The perennial problem 
of fallen trees is dealt with as far as is reasonably 
practical.  Much of this is fairly heavy work but is 
necessary to the well-being of the river.  If you 
would like to help you will be very welcome, just 
contact the secretary and he will let you know 
times, places and dates. 
 

 

 

Hon. Secretary comments - The Devon Year 2014 
 

The River Devon may seem very peaceful for most of the time, but there has 
been no great level of tranquillity in 2014 for the main Office-Bearers and 
those who work on the river. We live in quite demanding times and change 
seems to creep upon us with ever-increasing speed. If you have the chance 
to read the Wild Fisheries Report (the web address to view the report is noted 
at the foot of this newsletter), currently being set before the Scottish 
Government, you will quickly realise what I mean. If even some of the 
measures which are proposed are indeed adopted, there will be radical 
changes in how fisheries are managed and that will have an impact on all of 
us. Apart from the fishing, there are ever greater constraints being placed on 
the river and its environment, with the Glenquey Quarry (currently enjoying a 
stay of execution), three hydro-electric projects (one in-river and two on 
tributary burns), possible fracking exploration and continued pressure from 
housing and other developmental work.  In the midst of all this we endeavour 
to keep the Devon Angling Association afloat and there have been some 
encouraging features. 
 
International Fishing Competition 

 
Early in August we were co-hosts to teams from France, Belgium, Ireland, 
England and Scotland who were competing in the Five Nations Fly-fishing 
competition on the Rivers Carron and Devon and also on the Lake of 
Menteith and Carron Reservoir. This was fished over two days and for those 
of us who acted as recorders the whole experience was an eye-opener as 
regards ability and technique. Unfortunately the water level was very low, as it 
has been all year so catches were below expectation. 

 
 

 Salmon / Sea Trout Catch Returns 
 
All 2014 salmon permit holders are reminded that salmon / sea trout catch returns, including nil returns, must 
be made to the Hon. Secretary.  A 2014 catch return will be required before any new permit is issued to 
the member for the 2015 season. 
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Fishing during 2014 season 
 
Many anglers have made very favourable comments 
about the fishing this year, in particular about the fishing 
at Glenquey, which was excellent at times with ticket 
numbers close to 400 and 62% of anglers making catch 
returns.  Please note that returns of fish caught can now 
be made on-line using the website.  In keeping with the 
other rivers in the Forth catchment it was a poor season 
for migratory fish with no significant rise in water levels 
until the last week of the season, many of the catch 
returns made being ‘Nil’. 
 
2014 has not been a brilliant year.  However, reports 
from a variety of anglers give grounds for optimism as to 
the health of the river and Glenquey reservoir for the 
immediate future. 
 
Report by the River Restoration Centre 

 
Early in the year the Association commissioned the 
River Restoration Centre (RRC) at Cranfield University 
to investigate and report on the long term problems 
affecting the river resulting from the construction of 
Castlehill Dam c1979, the purpose being to identify 
what restoration action might be taken to improve the 
general health of the river as a fishery (especially, but 
not exclusively, above Crook of Devon).  
 
In April the RRC in conjunction with DAA committee 
members carried out surveys at 8 locations along the 
river; below the dam at the confluence with 
Glendey Burn, above and below the Fossoway Smolt 
farm to the Thorny Burn, below the old Fossoway 
Bridge at Crook of Devon and at Nether Dalkeith below 
Rumbling Bridge.  Also the Devon Gorge below the 
Cauldron Linn, Muckhart Mill, Vicars Bridge to Rackmill  
and above / below the Wester Sheardale Bridge. 
 
The comprehensive report, now received from the RRC, 
outlines various measures which might be implemented 
to improve certain parts of the upper river.  The DAA 
Committee will be seeking appropriate funding partners 
to help fund the improvement projects identified in the 
report. 
 
Invasive Non-Native plant species 
 
 With the support of the Devon Angling Association, the 
Ochils Landscape Partnership (OLP) have now 
completed the third year of their three year programme 
to reduce the level of Japanese Knotweed and 
Himalayan Balsam invading the river banks between 
Vicars Bridge and Tillicoultry.  We hope that this activity 
can continue using volunteers and will be discussing 
participation in the very successful FINNS programme 
of the River Forth Fisheries Trust. 
 

 Litter is an increasing problem along the river 
(A plea for help from Alan Armstrong) 

 

As one of the bailiffs on the river and a regular 
walker I would like to appeal to everyone who 
reads this newsletter to help with the growing litter 
problem along the river.  Whilst out and about on 
the river over the years I have personally collected 
litter left by others (including literally hundreds of 
beer cans and plastic bottles). I appeal to all of our 
members not only to take away their own rubbish, 
but also to collect and remove some of the rubbish 
left by others.  The Association has commented 
about the litter problems caused by wild campers at 
Dunning Glen and taken action on many occasions, 
experience here indicates that litter attracts litter!  I 
ask all to be pro-active and collect any litter you 
come across when along the river.  Carry a bag 
with you and pick up the Crisp and cigarette 
packets left by others then put them into a waste 
bin on your way home.  Not only does litter detract 
from the beauty of the river environment but it can 
also be harmful to our wildlife.  
 
Ochil Landscape Partnership Educational 
projects 
 
Primary school children along the Hillfoots are 
learning about the importance of invertebrates in 
the local burns using teaching material produced by 
the OLP in conjunction with Bug-life Scotland. Also 
supported by OLP volunteers, the River Forth 
Fisheries Trust presented its Fish in the Classroom 
project in Alva and Strathdevon Primary Schools 
early in 2014.  This is a very popular project with 
the children, where a class incubate fish eggs, 
monitor development and then at the appropriate 
size release them into a nearby burn.  During the 
project they are taught about the River Devon, the 
life cycle of fish and their conservation.   
 
Wild Fisheries Review 
 

The report and recommendations from the review 
panel have now been placed before the Scottish 
Minister for Environment and Climate Change for 
consideration by the Scottish Government.  The 
document may be viewed using the following link. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Salmon-
Trout-Coarse/fishreview/WFRFinal 
 

 
Devon Angling Association Website 

The new website is now fully operational  
devonanglingassociation.org.uk 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/fishreview/WFRFinal
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/fishreview/WFRFinal

